t I] 28 hridges have
collapsed.

At arecent dislogue, Ketua Kaum
or community leader for Long
Lellang A, Amat Aran said the old
lopging track could not be med
agymore because it had not been

maintained.
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Patah tributaries along the old
logging road have collapsed. They
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KUCHING: Residents of Long .
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HNAMAIEN1 Acyl:hldu- of gas HEIH'I&N t:u:&dem logging

now costs RM180.

Amat, 71, said the new proposed

h: ngin,g track was a shorter route,

+ *The journey along the old

iddding;
e takes dight 80 10 huiurs bl this
new one ypn save threg hours off

“J\ gmnp of P-tu.m- Iﬁ.ﬂe,

ne gallon
. RM16 but now RM35

company will uahmln new track.

dismantied the blockade but did not
do so gul of repect 1o othérs.

Housewife Sinamaren Ribah, 68,
from Long Lellang said: T have a
enaking stove but can 't use it hecause
it hns run out of gas. A cylinder costs
RMIED xml 1 ¢an’t afford it
amymore.”

It wsed to cost RM30 only but
since ﬂmlqmlgmdmuldwthe

ds have bocome very expenisive
i this area y ni=dl & road.
Siunmaren, 4 Kelabit, said she had
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LAWAL Introduce plantation
projects for long term t

Road vital to our livelihood, say 1sblated villagers

logging track.
“Bulwnnn:damdﬁnbﬁler
e

d[ the whels community, ndmhs

George disclosed that the Long
Lellang community would be
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the whole issue so that internationil
NGOy and timber stokeholders
would not be misled or blow the

A retired teacher Hi Bail
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about RM2,000 per trip.
the charges we have to png “] used to gpend less than that
Everything issoexpensive thesedays ~ when 1 chartered a vehicle plying
and we can’t afford the bigh iving.  the old logging roud.”
mowﬂﬂ' " hepoi He wis confident that the logging
company (entrusted with opening
Hcmﬂhundothummmmiry the logging track) would continue (o
leaders had tallced with the p % carry out mar e once it wis
on the nesd to have the new track  opened.
st seeminghy to 60 ayail He belicved that some of the

“Life i really tough here. There's
oo road -, on top of insufficient
flights teourarea, There arenlso not
ennugh supplics and the living costs
are high,” e lamented.

“We can'l watch TV because
there’sno power and weare running
short on fuel for the geperator,”

He said the boggisg company, has
been asked toopen the logging track,
and the villagers could have just

Penuns were very much influenced
and misked by infernitional NGOs,

claims posted in Tnternet by
internationil NGOs were baseless,

He said the Kelabits of Long
Lellang had been living and would
continue 10 Tive side-by-side with
the Penans for years despite
differences in opinion on the new

blackad issue Ut of proporti
A 65-year-old Penan comm

comumnity
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much,

“We also need the road so that
assistance from the government cao
easily reach us,” he mid.

A Long Lellang elder Lawai
Adun Maren Lugun, 77,
projects be mimoduced to benefit
“the Ullit Baram communities in the
long term sich as ol palm plan-
Eation.

“Let them work at plantations
instead of giving them aid. The
Orang Uhs here gesd jobs,™ he said,

Half of Penans near
Long Lellang without ICs

KUCHING: Government depari-
ments—especially thnse in charge of
National Registration, Health: and
Agriculture - have been urged to
wigit the Penan cominunity near
Long Lellang in Uly Baram.

Seluma Jalong, & rursl volunteer
in the Chief Minister's Department
taking care of the Penar community
in the area, said the community were
in need of socio-aconomic attention,

“Half the Penans in the area are
still without identity cards and the
childrenare in serious need of dental
care, We are also looking forward (o
planting cash crops for the
community’s consamption and
perliaps sell some to n&i!byvﬂlngm
tornise some maney for the Penans,”
she told reporters who visited Long
Lellang recently.

She added: *“Asa rural volunteer,
it"s my job to bring my community
into mainstream development and
teach them that changes are part aof
life.”

Between 10 and 20 years ago, the
Uly Baram Pepans gave up their
nomadic lifestyle o sertle in seven
villages in the Long Lellang area
such as Long Main, Long Kepang,
Long Benalih, Long Kelian,
Pengaran Iman, Long Keramobh and
Long Sabai. There are 511 people
living in these villages.

Scluma, from Long Main, said
officers from the National
Registration Department came to
Long L.djmm 10 years agn but their
one-day visit was insufficient &
many Penans could not make it in
time to meet them. “Five yearsago,
the Department was supposed (o
have come again but the trip was
cancelled due 1o lack of fumd.”

Sive pointed oot that the Penuns
could not afford to travel to Maradi
1o have their identity cards done and
thus, had to rely on the officers
COMINE OVeT.

Shessid the commumnity also lacked
vegetnble seeds, fruit seedlings and
know-how on agriculiure and hoped
Agriculture Department wonld help
address this problem.

Citing an exampie, Seluma said

SELLUMA: The Penan community
needs soclo-gconamie attention.

her village, supposed to be the most
advanced, needed fish fry for the
ponds while the padi Gelds were
overgrown with weeds.

“Some of the houses are too old
and need rebuilding while the mini
hydro dam needs upgrading.”

Other villages needed bridges so
that the children could cross rivers
safely on the way toschool, she said,
adding that Long Sabai was the
furthest Penan village from Long
Lellang, a 24 km oreight-hoor walk.

Seluma also called for more
medical attention to be given to the
children as some had been infected
with scabies nind lice. *We believe
the children got the infections from
sehool becuusz nonc of the children
invillages have them. .. only thosein
school,” she said.

Seluma saad she had o use “uba”
rood, @ type af poison, to heal ber
daughter’s scabies.

Although villagers can obiain
medicine from the Long Leliang
Health Clinic o their respective
village health representatives, these
were often insufficient to last more
than three days,

Besides, Selumn added, several
Penans completed Form Five and
Six kast vear bur had yet to find any
jobe or offerad schobarships to furtber
their studies, She believed the
Penan's welfare would be befter
taken care of if there was a road from
Long Leltang from Mirk.



